BR. J. ENT. NAT. HIST,, 10: 1997 35
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Fauny Polski 13: 1-177 [In Polish].

A tale of two galls.—Galls are distinctive and abnormal growths produced by a
plant in response to the influence of an organism (Redfern & Askew, 1992).
Frequently, galls are lush outgrowths and have the appearance of being potentially
attractive food for other species. I have previously shown that some free-living
psyllids and aphids can have faster growth rates when feeding on buckthorn
(Rhamnus catharticus L.) leaves with galls formed by Trichochermes walkeri Forster,
and that these different Homoptera show associations ranging from obligate use of
galled leaves, through showing a preference for feeding on galled leaves, to showing
no significant association with T. walkeri galls (McLean, 1994).

Although such feeding on galled leaves by sap-sucking Homoptera may have some
negative effects on a gall-former such as T. walkeri (though this has yet to be tested
for this species), eating gall tissue, and/or eating the gall-inducing organism within
the gall, is obviously more directly damaging to the gall-former. I have recently
observed two instances of interactions between galls and free-living species which
offer contrasting outcomes for the respective gall-formers.

First, I have seen a grey squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis Gmelin, feeding on the
contents of leaf-petiole galls formed by the aphid Pemphigus spirothecae Passerini
(Homoptera: Pemphigidae) on Lombardy poplar Populus nigra L. var. italica at the
rear of Monkstone House, City Road, Peterborough at around 19.30 BST on 15
August and again at about 18.30 BST on 20 August 1996. The debris of broken galls
and discarded leaves rained down at the rate of several per minute, but whether it was
the honeydew, the insects themselves, or these items together which were the principal
attraction for the squirrel (or squirrels, as I could not tell whether the same individual
was responsible on both dates) remains a mystery. However, examination of the
opened galls suggested that it was the gall contents rather than the galls themselves
which were consumed by the squirrel(s), which had perhaps acquired a sweet tooth!

Second, in my garden at Miller Way there is a female sallow bush, Salix ?aurita L.
on which I noticed an inflorescence gall, possibly formed by the mite Phytopus
triradiatus (Nalepa) (Acari: Eriophyidae) according to the figures in Redfern &
Askew (1992) and Stubbs (1986), though the overall form of the gall was more
compact. On 20 August 1996 I saw that a substantial number of higher branches on
the bush had been defoliated by the clutch-feeding larvae of the buff-tip, Phalera
bucephala L. (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae). The branch with the single inflorescence
gall was completely defoliated around the gall, but the gall itself was intact. Whether
these voracious larvae ignored the gall because of its non-leaf shape and texture, and/
or whether some chemical(s) deterred feeding is unknown. Clearly, there would be a
strong selective advantage favouring those galls which are distasteful to chewing
insects such as Lepidoptera larvae (not to mention other browsers, including
mammals) but whether many galls are unpalatable seems unclear, and is worth
further observation and experiment.—IAN F. G. MCLEAN, 109 Miller Way,
Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 8TZ.

REFERENCES

McLean, 1. F. G. 1994. Interactions between Trichochermes walkeri (Homoptera: Psylloidea)
and other Homoptera on Rhammnus catharticus. In: Williams, M. A. J. (Ed.), Plant galls.
Systematics Association Special Volume No. 49, Clarendon Press, Oxford, pp. 151 160.



36 BR. J. ENT. NAT. HIST., 10. 1997

Redfern, M. & Askew, R. R. 1992. Plant galls. Naturalists’ Handbooks 17, Richmond
Publishing Co.. Slough.
Stubbs, F. (Ed.) 1986. Provisional keys to British plant galls. British Plant Gall Society, Yorkshire.

Ampedus sanguinolentus (Schrank) (Coleoptera: Elateridae) on Wimbledon Common
and Putney Heath.—Mr Maxwell Barclay found this species at Wimbledon Common
in October 1995. On 14.iv.1996 1 found a specimen of the same species on Putney
Heath, part of the same area of heathland, under the bark of a fallen birch, a little
south of King’s Mere.

Mr A. A. Allen and Mr B. A. Cooper have previously recorded this species on
Wimbledon Common, in March 1946, and 1966 (Hodge, 1993), but I know of no
other records for it since then in this locality. Ampedus sanguinolentus is graded a
“notable A species, and is restricted to heathland in southern England. It has an
association with rotten birch but may develop in other species, for example pine and
sallow.

I wish to thank Mr Maxwell Barclay, who alerted me to the presence of this species
on the Common—MARTIN HENDERSON, 18 Landseer Close, Merton Abbey,
London SW19 2UT.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

BENHS on the Internet-—The Society now has an official World Wide Web page
on the Internet. The site is linked to and from other entomological and natural
history sites in the United Kingdom and the United States.

Only basic information on the Society, mainly a reproduction of information given
in advertising material and sales literature and already made available to members,
has been included at this stage. This information includes:

-— an introduction to the Society and its aims and objectives,
details of indoor meetings and the annual exhibition (but not field
meetings and workshops),

— Society publications for sale.

As there is no control over who accesses this information, Council have decided
that sensitive information concerning the Society’s assets and some activities should
not be made available on the Internet. Members who might wish to mention the
Society on other sites are asked to approach Council before publishing information
by this means.

. The Society’s URL is: htp://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/pyo/BENHS.
tm.



